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Parish Council Newsletter – September 2021 

 

Two new Councillors were co-opted at the September meeting.  Cllr Tracy Benton and 

Cllr Matt Scullion were welcomed to the Parish Council.  Everyone who expressed an 

interest in the vacancies were thanked for their time, and Councillors look forward to 

working with the new members.  Your Parish Council is: 

          
Cllr Charles Unter  Cllr Robin Taylor  Cllr Phil Bailey 

Chairman   Vice Chairman 

 

       

Cllr Tracy Benton   Cllr Brian Jones          Cllr Adrian Marchant Cllr Matt Scullion 

 

Contact the Parish Council E: clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk  T: 07563 606573.  The Parish 

Council Clerk works 12 hours a week, Monday to Thursday, and aims to respond to 

emails and phone calls within 5 working days.  For more information, please go to our 

website www.offham-pc.gov.uk 

mailto:clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk
http://www.offham-pc.gov.uk/


Parish Council September Meeting 

• Ron Marchant, a long term and well-known member of the Community and 

former Parish Councillor, sadly passed away on 30th July.  Condolences were 

offered to Ron’s family and friends and Councillors observed a minute’s silence 

in his memory.  Ron’s son, Adrian, is a member of the Parish Council. 

• County Councillor Sarah Hohler has generously agreed a grant of £1,000 

towards the purchase of a SID pole for Church Road and was thanked by Cllrs. 

• There was a discussion about the Speedwatch initiative.  If a resident is 

interested in reviving this scheme in Offham, please contact the Clerk. 

• The Household Waste Recycling Centre in Allington should be opened next 

summer. 

• Cllrs agreed that the junction between Seven Mile Lane and Comp Lane is 

dangerous, and Cllr Hohler will see if there is any action she can take. 

• The Parish Council has expressed concern about the safety of White Ladies on 

Offham Landfill Site and TMBC are dealing with this. 

• TMBC have agreed to take some Afghan refugees and are looking for private 

landlords to come forward. 

• A volunteer to run the Neighbourhood Watch scheme in Offham is urgently 

needed, otherwise the scheme will not be able to run 

• The Parish Council have been given permission by Kent Highways to maintain 

the village gateways outside Aldon Lane and Spadework.  Spadework kindly 

maintain the gateway outside their site. 

• Parking at the Junction of Pepingstraw Close and Teston Road has become a 

problem and is causing visibility problems for drivers.  Residents and their visitors 

are asked to be considerate and park away from the junction. 

• The Offham Society were congratulated for their successful Jazz in Cosgrave 

field event in August and their donation to St Michael’s Church. 

• You can comment on Gatwick Airport’s Northern Runway Project on the Gatwick 

website until 1st December 2021. 

• The Book Box is hugely popular and has been a great success.  However, 

please do not leave books on the floor, even in bags or boxes.  These get 

damaged and have to be removed by Wendy Williams who volunteers to look 

after this fantastic resource. 

 
Offham Parish Council Meetings 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place in the main hall of Offham Village 

Hall on Tuesday 5th October at 7.30pm. 

  



KALC and Offham Community Awards 

Unfortunately, Covid has disrupted many things, including the Annual Parish Meeting 

and presentation of the KALC and Offham Community Awards in 2020 and 2021. 

The 2021 KALC Award was awarded to David Frankling and presented by former 

Chairman Steve Rickett. 

 

David has lived in the village for 35 years. He was a Parish Councillor for 10 years and 

during this time he was Chairman for 4 years. 

He was instrumental in refurbishing the village pond with the assistance of fellow 

councillors and several villagers. This project required a considerable amount of 

organisation including fund raising initiatives which generated £5,000 and the support of 

external sponsors. The pond is now a key feature of the village and continues to be 

maintained by David with the assistance of periodic working groups. 

He also instigated several fund raising schemes with the assistance of fellow councillors 

which has enabled the Parish Council to undertake numerous improvement projects 

around the village that would not have been possible without this funding.  

David, together with Wendy Williams, organised the adoption of the village telephone 

box and David fitted it out to accommodate a large number of books transforming it into 

a valuable village asset. He also arranged for a defibrillator to be installed in the new 

“book box” and he continues to ensure that the defibrillator is always in full working 

order. 

For the last 10 years he has taken a keen interest in the Quintain and has taken it down 

and totally refurbished it on 2 occasions. 



David, with assistance from villagers, initiated the introduction of Christmas lights on the 

green and we now look forward to a wonderful Christmas display each year. 

The Village Enhancement Scheme was led by David to improve the appearance of the 

village and also to form part of a traffic calming initiative. The funding for this was 

obtained by David who managed to obtain sponsorship from the Borough Council who 

directed that section 106 monies from the developers of Kings Hill were to be sent to the 

Parish Council. David, together with Barry Oliver, managed the scheme on a daily basis 

with contractors and KCC Highways through to completion. 

The formal annual funding for the village hall from the Parish Council was initiated by 

David to support this essential village facility. 

  



The 2021 Offham Community Award was awarded to Wendy Williams and presented by 

Steve Rickett. 

 

Wendy has made an outstanding contribution to our community since moving here with 

her family 35 years ago. 

In 2010 she joined the Parish Council and was Vice Chairman for several years. During 

this time she was involved in a multitude of activities to enhance the village and was 

also instrumental in raising the funds to support this purpose. 

As a keen horticulturalist she soon took on the role of Tree Warden for the Parish 

Council and entered the village in competitions held by the Men of The Kent Trees. On 

one occasion we were highly commended and more recently we won the competition. 

Two trees were presented to the Parish Council in recognition of these results and the 

saplings were duly planted on the Green. Wendy managed to obtain 500 free whips 

from the Woodland Trust which were offered to residents who duly planted them in and 

around the village. She also organised the procurement of the Jubilee Oak on the 

Green.  

On behalf of the Parish Council she entered the village in the Parish in Bloom 

competitions and twice received a commendation, on one occasion only missing out on 

a win by one point! This involved a huge amount of organisation and the involvement of 

many residents. 

Wendy instigated the adoption of the village gateways from KCC Highways and was 

responsible for the maintenance of the stones at the Aldon Lane site and the flower 

border at the Spadework site. A few years ago the stone giving the history of the 



Quintain needed some restoration and she arranged for Jackie Hart to clean it and 

repaint the wording.  

Another Parish Council responsibility held by Wendy was to inspect Cosgrave Field and 

the Recreation Ground. She was often seen carrying out routine maintenance whether it 

was with a hammer, spanner or a broom!  

Wendy was instrumental in the adoption of the phone box in 2016 and together with 

David Frankling saw its development into the well-used Book Box. She still continues to 

ensure that the books are well looked after and the Book Box is neat and tidy. The more 

recent addition of the defibrillator followed arrangements made by Wendy with the 

British Heart Foundation. 

Her endless energy and enthusiasm to raise funds for village projects saw the 

introduction of the Village Calendar in 2014 along with the associated photo 

competition, the more recent sale of jute shopping bags and the annual Race Nights 

held in the village hall. All have continued to generate much need income. 

As a member of Open House Wendy is regularly seen helping out on the Tea Lawn 

during our annual May Day celebrations. 

Another huge commitment made by Wendy was that for 30 years she was a Brownie 

Leader (aka Brown Owl) at Vigo and latterly for 13 years she was County President for 

Kent West Girl Guiding. 

  



The 2020 KALC Award was given to David Stretton, but the presentation of the award 

only recently took place with Steve Rickett. 

 

In the late 1980s David became involved with the Offham Tennis Club and later served 

as Chairman for a number of years until health issues eventually forced him to hang up 

his racquet! During this time he was involved in negotiating an improved access route 

onto Cosgrave field by moving the tennis court boundary inwards, re-painting the 

surface of the courts, erecting new surround netting and re-purposing the old bus 

shelter as a courtside refuge. As with many things in Offham, the goodwill of various 

helpers enabled the work to be carried out at a very reasonable cost. 

David became a member of the Parish Council back in the late 1990s when the village 

was facing huge issues with the landfill tipping at the quarry on Teston Road. There 

were also problems with leachate dispersal, odours and the prospective development of 

flares and turbines behind White Ladies. His first official engagement was to join the 

Landfill Liaison Committee which he subsequently chaired for several years with regular 

quarterly meetings taking place. 

He was also Chairman of the Parish Council for 11 years and one of his first tasks was 

to move away from shorthand minutes and type written correspondence to the use of 

computers, email communications and a website. Traffic issues continued to create 

more concern with residents than almost anything else and perhaps David’s most 

lasting contribution in this area was to create the Joint Parish Council Traffic 

Consultation Group involving Offham, West Malling, Kings Hill and Mereworth. The 

main purpose of this was to meet, then lobby Highways and other groups to improve 

conditions in the area regarding traffic issues. Over the past 15 years or so, 

membership has grown to 16 or 17 Parish Councils. The Group now employs its own 

Secretary and several members are also Tonbridge and Malling Councillors. Meetings 

continue to be held quarterly and are attended by influential guest speakers. 



David was supportive of fund raising initiatives with profits going directly to village 

needs. His first idea was to organise a series of annual quiz nights which achieved 

some notoriety for asking rather too many difficult questions (probably based upon his 

former role as a Chief Examiner!). Nevertheless they were popular and contributed 

regularly to the Parish Council’s revenue. He was also involved with the Village 

Calendar initiative and together with Wendy Williams and Mike Rowe sat as a judge of 

the many photographs submitted by villagers. 

As a Life Member of Maidstone Bridge Club, of which he has been a past Chairman on 

3 occasions, he helped another member to start and run a new bridge club known as 

Count 213 in Kings Hill. This group now operates under the name of West Malling 

Bridge Club and is a regular user of our Village Hall.  

 

 

The 2020 Offham Community Award was presented to Stewart and Sally Biggs at St 

Michael’s Church, and this was covered in our September newsletter. 

 

 



 



Good morning, 

 

It was such a joy to be back in The Offham Picture House last night 

after 18 months. Our protocols on safeguarding and well-being 

worked, although wearing masks, gloves and plastic pinnies on 

kitchen duty did take some getting used to. Thank you to everyone 

who made it a fun evening and yes - we did sing! 

All being well, our Cinema dates for the rest of the year are: 

Saturday, 9th October 

Saturday, 11th December 

Both are the second Saturdays in the month, a change from the 

usual first one and further details will follow shortly. 

 

September sees that all our regular Classes that are continuing will 

have returned - plus relatively new ones. It gives us such pleasure 

to see the attached list, something for all ages and interests and the 

Village Hall returning as the hub of village life. 

 

Thank you for all your supportive comments over the past 18 

months, they have meant so much to us, 

 

Valerie,   on behalf of The Offham Village Hall 

Management Committee 

  

  



  
 

  



  

 
  

Tonbridge and Malling Ramblers 

  
Our friendly group is one of 13 Ramblers groups in Kent and part of the national Ramblers 
walking organisation. 
  
We explore the beautiful Kent countryside within Tonbridge & Malling and surrounding areas. 
Our group walks are mostly circular with a moderate pace over a distance of 5-6 miles. You 
don’t have to be a Ramblers member to try out a couple of walks with us, to help you decide if 
you’d like to join.                   
                                                                                                                                                                          
Advance booking is not usually required; you can just turn up on the day. However, if you are 
new to our walks, it’s a good idea to contact the walk leader beforehand to check that their 
walk will suit you. 
To find out more, visit our website: www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk or 
email info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk.   
  
We look forward to welcoming you on a walk soon! 

  

Date Route Distance 

Sunday 3 October Circular walk from Bearsted 5.5 miles 

Thursday 7 October 

A flat walk along the Medway Valley Path to Burham old 
church and on to the Roman memorial and return. 6 miles 

Sunday 10 October Circular walk from Otford 5.5 miles 

Wednesday 13 October 

From Kemsing through St Clere Estate then up the North 
Downs Way and back 5.5 miles 

Sunday 17 October Flat farmland walk from Golden Green 5 miles 

Thursday 21 October 

A varied circular walk from Speldhurst with some hills and 
views of the Medway. 5.5 miles 

http://www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk/
javascript:void(0);


Sunday 24 October 

Hosts of Oasts! A flat field and track walk from Hunton, with 
short sections on roads. This walk includes rivers, ponds and 
a waterwheel, with fine views of the ridge. 5 miles 

Thursday 28 October A gentle climb from Ryarsh to the Pilgrim's Way 5.5 miles 

Sunday 31 October 

A gentle walk from Wrotham along the bottom of the 
Downs to the Pilgrims' Way 5 miles 

Non-members are welcome. Walks start at 10.00 or 10.30 - for meeting points, details and walk 
leader contacts, see the programme link at: www.tonbridgandmallingramblers.org.uk. 

  
  
  
  



 

  



 


