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Parish Council October Meeting 

• The opening of the Household Waste Recycling Centre in Allington has been 

delayed by Covid. 

• There is no news about the solar park proposal at the Offham Landfill site. 

• Cllr Benton is arranging for the Village Sign to be painted, and Councillors will 

restore the post. 

• Cllr Benton is arranging a street party to celebrate the Queens Jubilee which will 

be held on Sunday 5th June 2022. More details will follow nearer the time. 

• The popular Race Night will be held again to raise funds for Parish Council 

projects in the New Year 

• The Christmas Lighting ceremony will be held on Sunday 5th December – more 

details to follow in due course 

• Cllr Marchant will lay a wreath at the Remembrance Service to be held at St 

Michael’s Church on behalf of The Parish Council and in memory of his late 

Father, Ron. 

• The Parish Council hopes to install a Tommy Silhouette from RBLI in time for 

remembrance. 

LGBCE – Electoral Review of Ward Boundaries in Tonbridge & Malling 
 
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) is carrying out an 
electoral review of Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council. Following an initial 
consultation on this review in May-July 2021, the LGBCE has published its draft 
recommendations.  These recommendations propose that the council has 44 councillors 
in the future, 10 fewer than the current number, and that new ward boundaries are 
established to reflect this change. The number of wards would decrease from 24 to 19.  
The draft proposals put Offham into a three ward grouping with East and West Malling. 
  
Details of the proposals can be accessed via: 
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/south-east/kent/tonbridge-and-malling 
https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/27207 
The public are being invited to submit their views and comments ahead of the deadline 
on 13 December 2021. 
If you have any queries about this consultation, please contact reviews@lgbce.org.uk 

https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/south-east/kent/tonbridge-and-malling
https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/27207
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Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council        

Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council has  opened a consultation called ‘What 
matters to you?’, inviting views on their future priorities - 
https://www.tmbc.gov.uk/policy/matters-consultation.  The consultation is open until 26th 
October 2021. 

Highways Improvement Plan  
 
The Parish Council has been asked by Kent County Council to complete a Highways 
Improvement Plan - HIP.  This is a list of measures that the Parish Council thinks will 
benefit the village.  When we have drafted a HIP, Kent Highways will visit and work 
through this and tell us what is possible and what is not, how to achieve what we want 
and the cost.  In some cases Highways will pay for the work if it is safety critical, but 
usually it will be for the Parish Council to pay.  At that point the Parish Council would 
decide if it can pay and how to raise the money, and consult with residents to ensure 
there is full support before the work goes ahead.  The plan will obviously change over 
time as work is added, or removed or completed.  Our success in achieving approval for 
these plans, will be enhanced by individuals offering their support and involvement for 
initiatives such as SpeedWatch. 
  
If there are any measures you think would benefit the village, or would like to volunteer 
for SpeedWatch, please email the Clerk by Thursday 28th October 2021. 
 
Fireworks 
 
Bonfire night is approaching, and many events use fireworks throughout the year.  Many 
Offham residents have pets and there are also a number of horses and other animals 
kept in the village and nearby.  Unfortunately, many of these animals are scared by the 
loud bangs and bright flashes of traditional fireworks.  
 
It would be extremely helpful and kind if you are going to use fireworks if you could let 
your neighbours know in advance so they can take steps to protect their animals and so 
there is less a shock when they start.  If you would like to let the Parish Council know, 
we can circulate details to the wider village, which would be greatly appreciated by 
many pet owners.  
 
A request has been made for residents to consider using pet friendly fireworks, which 
are even available at some supermarkets.  These are quiet or low noise and are 
becoming more and more popular at professional displays as well as for use at home.  
They can be equally as impressive as traditional fireworks but are kinder to cats, dogs, 
horses and cattle. 

https://www.tmbc.gov.uk/policy/matters-consultation


Blaise Farm Quarry Footpath Diversion 
 
The planning inspectorate confirmed the order to divert footpath MR286 on 
3rd September 2021. The diversion route and permissive path will shortly be opened 
once signage has been erected in accordance with PROW specifications. MR286 will 
then close. Please be assured that we will also be displaying a route map (similar to 
attached)  posted at the diversion points, to assist walkers so there is no confusion. 
  
If you would like more details of the diversion or discuss the matter further, please 
contact our Quarry Manager at Blaise Farm Quarry, Ian Westlake on 01732845653 or 
email ian.westlake@gallagher-group.co.uk 

  
 
 
Kent Highways - Equal distance of Kent to Bristol covered in county road 
surfacing works 
  

Highways officers have completed an annual round of road repairs using methods 
which will make road conditions last longer, for less cost and achieving significant 
carbon reductions. 
  
Kent County Council’s highways department has treated the equivalent of 127 miles of 
road, an equal distance from the county to Bristol, during the 2021 road surface 
preservation season that ended on September 7. As part of this programme, 1.1 million 
sqm of Kent’s roads have been treated, extending the working life of a large volume of 
our highway network. 
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Using these specialist materials and techniques on our roads achieves a significant 
saving in greenhouse gas emissions and results in minimal waste needing to be 
removed during the works. 
  
Vehicles also reduce the amount of CO2 they emit, by up to 5%, due to the smoother 
road surface following surfacing works. 
  
This is part of the wider £50 million annual road maintenance programme, of which £11 
million is set aside to prevent potholes from forming. 
  
This approach is set out in the council’s Highways Asset Management Plan, which 
continues to ensure KCC uses the best methods and prioritises work in line with its five-
year Forward Works Plan. 
  
Kent County Council’s Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport, David Brazier, 
said: “A key part of what we do as an authority is making sure we future-proof 
everything, and this includes our roads. 
  
“Our specialist treatments are critical in sealing the surface of our roads to preserve 
their structure for the future and prevent potholes forming. 
  
“This also has vast environmental benefits and is more cost-effective, delivering on the 
aims of KCC’s Highways Asset Management Plan.” 
  
The cost of the methods used is about £7 per square metre and can get a road in good 
condition for about eight to 10 years. Compared to traditional resurfacing methods, 
which cost between £25-£35 per square metre. 
  
During the smarter, cost effective works no material needs to be removed or disposed 
of from the site, and preservation processes use lower temperature materials, 
significantly reducing carbon output to between one and three kilograms of CO2 per 
square metre, compared to nine kilograms for more traditional work. 
  
 

Kent’s separate £30 million road renewal programme continues and is expected to be 
completed later this Autumn. 
  
Principal Operations Manager at Amey, Judith Bilboe, said: “2021 has remained a 
challenging year for many of us but due to the hard work of our highways operatives we 
have delivered a successful road surface preservation season, treating over 127 miles 
of roads across the county, future proofing and ensuring a smoother journey for those 
travelling on the network.” 
 
 
 



West Kent Area Support Services 
This Directory of  Services is provided by the West Kent Local 
Children’s Partnership Groups (LCPG) and includes support 
services specific to Sevenoaks, Maidstone, Tonbridge and Malling 
and Tunbridge Wells:  https://sway.office.com/X9OXDLm05WEDPBXM?ref=email  
 

 

 

Contact the Parish Council E: clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk  T: 07563 606573.  The Parish 

Council Clerk works 12 hours a week, Monday to Thursday, and aims to respond to 

emails and phone calls within 5 working days.  For more information, please go to our 

website www.offham-pc.gov.uk 

 
Offham Parish Council Meetings 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place in the Committee Room of 

Offham Village Hall on Tuesday 2nd November at 7.30pm. 

  

https://sway.office.com/X9OXDLm05WEDPBXM?ref=email
mailto:clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk
http://www.offham-pc.gov.uk/


  

Closure of the Covid-19 Offham Community Network (OCN) 

As of 31st October 2021, the work of the Offham Community Network will be 

concluding. 

The network was established in March 2020 to provide a multi-community 
group response to the threat posed by the Covid-19 pandemic. St Michael’s 

Church Parochial Church Council kindly agreed to provide a safeguarding 
‘umbrella’ for the work while a small army of amazing volunteers around 

Offham got on with the tasks of helping the sick, the vulnerable and the 
elderly with grocery deliveries, medical prescriptions and good old-fashioned 

neighbourliness and friendship during those long months of isolation and 

lockdown. 

Over 70 local people volunteered to help and, at its peak in summer 2020, 
OCN was helping nearly 40 households every week in Offham. OCN’s efforts 

were held up as an exemplar by Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council and 

the method of working promoted amongst other parishes. 

The provision of OCN was always intended as a temporary measure to meet 
a particular need but life today has moved on considerably. The Covid-19 

vaccination programme has enabled a great many people to regain freedom 

to their daily lives in all sorts of ways such that there have been no calls on 
OCN volunteers for quite some time.  So OCN in its current form needs to 

finish as its usefulness is no longer what it was. 

Residents may look at our current situation and be concerned that this is not 

a good time to be closing if the winter looks uncertain or in the unlikely 
event of another period of lockdown.  The OCN committee wishes to 

reassure everyone that if the situation worsens significantly, the network can 

be reactivated if it is needed.   

The parish council is fully supportive of the OCN and wishes to thank the 
organisers and the many volunteers for their generosity and kindness during 

the pandemic period.  The network could not have functioned without the 
great support received from St Michael’s Church PCC and especially Rev. 

David Green; to them our grateful thanks.  

 

  
  



 

 
  

Tonbridge and Malling Ramblers 

  
Our friendly group is one of 13 Ramblers groups in Kent and part of the national Ramblers 
walking organisation. We recently helped to organise the Kent Ramblers Wealdway40 festival 
to mark the 40th anniversary of the Wealdway long-distance trail. 388 walkers took part in the 
26 festival walks in September 2021. They walked a total of almost 1,800 miles along the 
Wealdway (and many more miles on other paths). 
  
We are now back to our regular walks exploring the beautiful countryside within Tonbridge & 
Malling and surrounding areas. Our group walks are mostly circular with a moderate pace. You 
don’t have to be a Ramblers member to try out a couple of walks with us, to help you decide if 
you’d like to join.                   
                                                                                                                                                                          
Advance booking is not required; you can just turn up on the day. However, if you are new to 
our walks, it’s a good idea to contact the walk leader beforehand to check that their walk will 
suit you. 
  
To find out more, visit our website: www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk or 
email info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk.   
  
We look forward to welcoming you on a walk soon! 

  

Date Route Distance 

Wed 3 November 
From the medieval stone bridge at Teston, alongside the 
Medway to Barming 5 miles 

Sun 7 November Penshurst circular 5.2 miles 

Wed 10 November A gentle walk along and across the Medway from Barming 5 miles 

Sun 14 November Shipbourne to Underriver via plenty of stiles! 6.3 miles 

http://www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk/
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Sun 21 November Brookland Lake, Snodland - a flat walk around the lakes 4.5 miles 

Tues 23 November 
Five Oak Green to Hartlake Bridge through farmland and on 
along the Medway 5 miles 

Sun 28 November Circular walk from Plaxtol Spout 5 miles 

Non-members are welcome. Walks start at 10.00. For meeting points, details and walk leader 
contacts, see the programme link at: www.tonbridgandmallingramblers.org.uk. 

  
  

  
  
 

  



 



 



  



 

  



 


