
 

 

 
OFFHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Parish Council Newsletter –January 2023 
 
January Parish Council Meeting 
 
The Race Night was great fun and very successful.  Thanks were given to residents who attended and 
contributed to a wonderful evening.  Special thanks were given to Cllr Scullion and Wendy Williams 
who helped plan the whole event with Cllr Unter, to all Cllrs who helped on the evening and who made 
donations for the auction and raffle, and to The Malling Lions without whom the event could not have 
taken place.  The final sums raised, after deducting costs, will be announced shortly. 
 
The photo competition for the 2024 Calendar will be run by Cllr Williams – a leaflet with more details is 
later in the newsletter.  The 2023 calendar made      profit. 
 
Community Awards Scheme 2023 
 
Do you know somebody in Offham who deserves to be acknowledged and recognised for making a 
significant contribution over a considerable period of time to our local community?   

 
The Parish Council is participating in the Kent Association of Local Councils Community Awards 
Scheme 2023 and is also running its own Parish Council Awards Scheme.  

 
All nominations must be received by Monday 6th February 2023.  For details of previous winners 
please see www.offham-pc.gov.uk or they are also at the end of this newsletter. 

 
Kent County Council   -   County Councillor Sarah Hohler   
  
 A public consultation has been launched about KCC’s budget which is going on until March.  There 
are events where residents can discuss the budget at Larkfield Library on 8th February and Tonbridge 
on 4th February.  There are more details at the end of this newsletter or they can ve viewed at 
www.kent.gov.uk/communityservicesconsultation 
 

Parish Council and Village Events 

• Men’s Shed – The Kings Arms, every Thursday 10am-11.30am 

• Offham Food Bank – every other Monday from Kings Arms (offhamvillagehall@outlook.com) 
 
Contact the Parish Council E: clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk  T: 07563 606573.  The Parish Council 

Clerk works 12 hours a week, Monday to Thursday, and aims to respond to emails and phone calls 

within 5 working days.  For more information, please go to our website www.offham-pc.gov.uk 

 
Offham Parish Council Meetings 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place in the Committee Room of Offham Village Hall 

on Tuesday 7th February 2023 at 7.30pm. 

http://www.offham-pc.gov.uk/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kent.gov.uk%2Fcommunityservicesconsultation&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Hohler%40kent.gov.uk%7Cafa448e0e156440233b408daf4796e2a%7C3253a20dc7354bfea8b73e6ab37f5f90%7C0%7C0%7C638091099625243021%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TgVgMurSLduRdij0zU1sbLtnbVtGoTtv4Ca9eax7pIY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:offhamvillagehall@outlook.com
mailto:clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk
http://www.offham-pc.gov.uk/


 

2023-2024 Budget and Precept Request 

The 2023-2024 budget was discussed by Cllrs and agreed as follows: 
Employment Costs £13,009 

Training £600 

Clerk and Cllr Expenses £360 

Professional Fees and 

Admin £2270 

Hire of Hall £300 

Churchyard Gardening £1,000 

Open Spaces £6,620 

Play Area  £8,110 

Insurance £1,700 

Audit £450 

Consumables £300 

Traffic Calming £500 

Parish Property £2,000 

Contingency £2,000 

Village Projects £2,000 

Annual Parish Meeting £250 

Donations £130 

Subscriptions £630 

TOTAL BUDGET £42,229 

Parish Councils issue a precept each year, which is the amount of money they require from 
Council Tax payers in their area. TMBC work out the amount for each tax band, which is shown 
on your bill with the percentage change from the previous year.  TMBC collect the precept with the 
Council Tax and pass that on to the Parish Council.  Offham Parish Council AGREED that a 
precept request of £25,440 be made and the balance of £16,788.35  be funded from Parish 
Reserves, fund raising and grants.  This would mean an increase in precept of £1,921.65.   
 
The increase is needed to cover the rise in costs and materials, the repairs needed for the play 
area and to provide towards a sinking fund to modernise and replace existing play area 
equipment.  The Parish Council is setting aside £5,000 each year in reserves towards the play 
area. 
 

The payment per Band D property will be £62.54pa, which is an increase of £4.36 or 7.5%.  The 

Parish Council is very active and wants to continue to carry out as much work for the improvement 

of the Village as it can. 



                         

 

OFFHAM VILLAGE CALENDAR 

2024 

Do you have any pictures of our 

lovely village? 

We are looking for photographs of 

Offham to use in the 2024 calendar. 

Pictures must be landscape. 

Please send images to  

clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk  

By 28th February 

All proceeds from the calendar will go 

towards the Play Ground replacement fund 

           
 

 
  



 

 
Press release: 
 

Kent County Council is reviewing its community services to ensure they are run as efficiently, 
effectively and sustainably as possible. 
 

Proposals include co-location of facilities, more flexible outreach activities, reducing the number of 
permanent buildings and making of the most of existing and emerging digital technologies to balance 
the needs of residents in Kent against the need to reduce costs as one of the measures to balance 
the council’s budget and reduce the carbon footprint. 
 

Any changes are subject to feedback from the public and a 10-week public consultation begins 
on Tuesday 17 January 2023. No decisions have been made and all options are at proposal stage 
only. Staff are also asked for their views on the new-look map of services, as well as partners who 
work alongside the council in delivering services. 
 

The areas being considered as part of the proposal are community services for adults with learning 
difficulties, adult education, children’s centres and youth hubs, public health services for children and 
families and KCC Gateways. 
 

The proposals are driven by layered data which understands the strengths and challenges of a 
particular area (split into 271 council wards). A framework has subsequently been produced that 
reflects how different parts of the county are affected by poverty, isolation and education levels 
amongst other factors including distance from public buildings, and how those diverse communities 
could best be supported going forward. 
 

Delivering effective services to residents in a cost-efficient way is also key. The financial climate is 
such that it is important for KCC top explore all possible options. The proposals currently represent a 
saving of approximately £6m. The current backlog of maintenance costs on council buildings sits at 
£165m. 
 

Leader of KCC Roger Gough said: “Residents value our community services and change is difficult. 
However, we do need to look to adapt and evolve to make the best use of the resources and funding 
we have available and safeguard against rising costs. This Community Service Model is an 
opportunity to use all of our knowledge and information to ensure services are where they most need 
to be, having the most positive impact and reaching people in the most effective way to complement 
and enhance how they are choosing to live in Kent. 
 

“The scope is significant but it has to be. Changes would mean we would have a more manageable 
and affordable number of buildings across Kent, which would help us to continue providing services 
for people in a variety of ways.” 
 

The consultation is arranged in a way that shows details about local facilities and any proposed 
changes. 
 

New co-locations would follow the success of community ‘hubs’ where residents and communities 
already benefit from outreach services away from fixed locations, in locations such as village halls, 
mobile vehicles or people’s homes and this can be replicated and expanded. 



Cllr Gough added: “This year, we set out KCC’s four-year strategy, Framing Kent’s Future, which 
highlighted how we would tackle the challenges presented to us, such as the severe cost of living 
pressures, ever-increasing demand for services like health and social care, growing numbers of 
households and the impacts of climate change. 
 

“We acknowledged that many of the assumptions that have underpinned our strategic approach over 
the last 10 years, such as low inflation, low interest rates and resilient supply chains, are now 
severely under threat and we are fully aware that the next four years will not be easy. 
 

“At this consultation’s heart is our commitment to deliver excellent community services, with a focus 
on our most vulnerable people, providing ease of access to services in a variety of ways. The council 
is at its best when it can focus its skilled and dedicated staff on delivering services that will have the 
most impact on the lives of the people of Kent. Whilst protecting our ability to do just that, we also 
need to be able to reduce costs for the authority, ensuring our estate is manageable, sustainable, and 
supports our ambition to reduce our CO2 emissions.” 
 

“We encourage you to look at our proposals in this consultation and strongly urge you to play a part 
by giving us your views.” 
 
 

More information 

You can learn more about proposed changes in your area and have your say by visiting (from 
Tuesday 17 January): 
www.kent.gov.uk/communityservicesconsultation 

by 26 March 2023. 
 

You can also attend one of our drop-in events, which begin on 30 January in locations across the 
county, to find out more and ask any questions you may have. 
 

The events schedule below will also be available on our website from 17 January. 
For alternative formats of the consultation materials, email alternativeformats@kent.gov.uk or call 
03000 42 15 53 (text relay service number 18001 03000 42 15 53). This number goes to an 
answering machine, which is monitored during office hours. 
 

Schedule for drop-in events: 
 

Tonbridge and Malling: 
• Friday 3 February 4-8pm Tonbridge Youth and Children’s Centre, 2 Danvers Road, Tonbridge, 

TN9 1TR 
• Wednesday 8 February 10am-1pm Larkfield Library, Martin Square, Aylesford, ME20 6QW. 

  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kent.gov.uk%2Fcommunityservicesconsultation&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Hohler%40kent.gov.uk%7Cafa448e0e156440233b408daf4796e2a%7C3253a20dc7354bfea8b73e6ab37f5f90%7C0%7C0%7C638091099625243021%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TgVgMurSLduRdij0zU1sbLtnbVtGoTtv4Ca9eax7pIY%3D&reserved=0
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Community Awards Scheme 2023 
Previous Winners:   

 
2021/2022 – presented at APM 2022 

KALC Community Award: Caroline Dyer 
Offham Community Award: Rachel Godfrey and George Rothschild 

 

2020/2021 
KALC Community Award: David Frankling 

Offham Community Award: Wendy Williams 
 

2019/20 
KALC Community Award: David Stretton  

Offham Community Award: Stewart and Sally Biggs 
 

2018/19 – presented at APM 2019 
KALC Community Award: Stephen Betts 

Offham Community Award: Martyn Begbey and Collin Ellis 
 

2017/18 – presented at APM April 2018 
KALC Community Award: Fiona Lloyd-Williams 

Offham Community Award: Malcolm Goodwin and Clive Turpie 

 
2016/17 – presented at APM April 2017 

KALC Community Award: Clare Innes 
Offham Community Award: Val Taylor and Stewart Malcolm 

 
2015/16 – presented at APM April 2016 

KALC Community Award: Mike Rowe 
Offham Community Award: Paul Nelson and Stewart Betts 

 
2014/15 - presented at APM March 2015 

KALC Community Award: John Lander 
Offham Community Award:  Colin Wolfe and Phyllis Jones 

 
2013/14 – presented at APM March 2014 

KALC Community Award: Gloria Pearson 

Offham Community Award:  Ron Marchant and Joan Phipps 
 

 
 
 

 



 

  



 


