
 

 

 
OFFHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Parish Council Newsletter – May 2023 
 
 
May Annual Parish Meeting 
This was an enjoyable and interesting evening.  Thanks to our speakers: 

- Cllr Charles Unter, Chairman, Offham Parish Council 
- Neil Willis, Chairman, Offham Cricket Club 
- Gill Speed, Head of Care and Training, Spadework  
- Katherine Salter, Community Development Officer, East Malling Centre 
- Trudy Dean, County and Borough Councillor and Chairman of West Malling Parish Council 

 
Enormous thanks also to Mike Rowe for his technical support and fantastic photos. 
 
The KALC Community Award was presented to Pam Begbey. 
The Offham Village Awards were presented to Brian Jones and Robin Taylor. 
 

 
 

 
 
The draft Minutes with information from all the speakers will shortly be available on the Parish Council 
website.  There was also a discussion about the speed test results in the village carried out by Kent 
Highways, and around a 20mph speed limit for the village. 
 
 
 
 



 
Annual Parish Council Meeting 
Cllr Charles Unter was re-elected as Chairman, and Cllr Sue Williams was elected as Vice-Chairman. 
 
 
May Parish Council Meeting 
Following the recent uncontested election, the Parish Councillors are Charles Unter (Chairman), Sue 
Williams (Vice-Chairman), Phil Bailey, Adrian Marchant, Matt Scullion and Chris Stephens.  The 
vacancy will be filled at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
Councillors act as representatives with various outside bodies, and as wardens to look after land, 

equipment and trees in the village, sometimes with assistance from residents and former Councillors: 

o Cosgrave Field – Cllr Unter 
o TMBC Parish Partnership Panel – Cllrs Unter and Stephens 
o Blaise Farm – Cllr Unter and Cllr  
o KALC T&M – Cllr Unter  
o Highways Working Group – Cllrs Unter and Bailey 
o Village Hall, Trees, The Pound, Book Box – Cllr Williams 
o Recreation Ground, Play Area, Village Green, Bus Shelter – Cllrs Marchant and Bailey 
o Speed Indicator Device – Cllr Bailey 
o Offham Landfill Site and Offham Primary School– Cllr Stephens 
o Wellbeing and Defibrillator– Cllr Scullion 
 

We have three new Borough Councillors representing the new Ward of East Malling, West Malling 

and Offham – pictured below – Roger Roud, Michelle Tatton and Trudy Dean. 

 

Blast Charges at Blaise Farm Quarry have increased from 20kg MIC to 25kg MIC for a trial period. 

 

Offham Village Hall is looking for a new Committee Member to take bookings. 

 

The Parish Council has agreed to resume the Annual Donation to the Village Hall of £1,000. 

Cllrs will be meeting as part of a Highways Working Group to discuss the results of the recent Kent 

Highways Traffic Survey, liaise with Highways and consider a 20mph scheme in the Village. 

Defibrillator Training has been arranged by Cllr Sue Williams with Kathryn Frankling on 17th June and 

22nd July from 10am -2pm.  There are defibrillators in the book box near the bus stop, at the Farm, at 

Spadework and a new one is being installed by the cricket club opposite the village hall. 

May Day was a fantastic event, and thanks were given to Jeni Sandford Wilson for organising and to 

Darren for all his support for the event. 

The Coronation Picnic on the Village Green was also a great celebration and thanks were given to 

Mike Rowe and the Offham Society for arranging this. 



2024 Offham Calendars are now available for sale and more details are at the end of the newsletter. 

 

 

Highways 
One way that the community can work together to improve speed is through Speedwatch - Community 
Speedwatch | Kent Police 
 

Community Speedwatch (CSW) is a road safety initiative that’s coordinated by Kent Police and run by 

local communities. Trained volunteers monitor the speeds of vehicles using approved ‘speed 

indication devices’ (SIDs). 

The aim of the initiative is to: 

• reduce death and injury on the roads 

• improve the quality of life for local communities 

• reduce the speed of vehicles to the speed limit 

• increase public awareness of inappropriate speed  
 
Speedwatch helps reduce speed.  Kent Police collect the data about vehicle speeds and assess it. If 
problems with speeding and dangerous driving are shown, appropriate action is taken. This may 
include: 

• raising the issues with Kent County Council Highways officers 

• enforcing speed limits with help from the Kent and Medway Safety Camera Partnership and 

their Special Constabulary 

• enforcing road safety laws using local officers 
 
If you are interested in taking part in the Speedwatch Initiative, please speak to one of the Councillors 
or contact the Parish Clerk – clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk.  If there are enough volunteers the Parish 
Council will look into arranging training and purchasing the necessary equipment.  Speedwatch 
encourages drivers to slow down but also provides us with evidence to use when asking Kent Highways 
or the Police to take action. 
 
  
POLICE – Neighbourhood Policing Review 
We have been updated with the outcome of the Neighbourhood Police Review.  As it stands, the 
decision has been made not to use local PCSOs any longer; numbers have been cut from 336 to 102. 
The 102 PCSOs left will be joining new teams – Child Centred Team, Neighbourhood Task Force and 
Rural Task Force. We have not been given any information as to how these new teams will work yet.  
It is hoped that the PCSO role will be replaced with beat officers, but we haven’t been told how long it 
will take for them to have enough officers in post to carry out this function or how they will work. 
If you need to contact the police you can report anything direct on 101, online chat, online reporting or 
999 just for emergencies. 
The Parish Council is disappointed that there is no longer a dedicated PCSO for the village and will 
monitor how the new system works in practice. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.kent.police.uk/speedwatch
https://www.kent.police.uk/speedwatch
mailto:clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk


BLAISE FARM QUARRY 
Message from Gallagher: 
 

As many of you are aware Gallagher Aggregates Ltd is undertaking a series of trial blasts at Blaise 
Farm Quarry to ascertain the environmental impact of an increase in the Maximum Charge Weight of 
explosive in each individual discrete charge. This is scheduled to begin with two blasts on 
consecutive days this week – Wednesday and Thursday the 17th and 18th of May. The blasts are to 
be monitored by third party specialist environmental consultants, Blast Log Ltd, who are based in 
Yorkshire and thus we are maximising the data capture per visit by firing on consecutive days. We 
are planning to carry out all of the trials in a similar manner, that is in pairs either on consecutive days 
or over three days. We will inform you of the subsequent trial blast dates closer to their taking place 
since operational technicalities may cause a change, but all of the trials will be completed within 
ninety days of the first blast on Wednesday 17th May. 
  
We do not anticipate the environmental impact of the trial blasts to be significantly different to usual 
blasts and the same existing planning permission constraints apply as to all of our blasting activities. 
The usual Approved Blast Monitoring Scheme will be applied with the third-party monitoring in 
addition to this. 
 
 
Parish Council and Village Events 

• Defibrillator Training 17th June and 22nd July in the Committee Room, Offham Village Hall 

• Lazy Sunday Jazz in Cosgrave Field  in association with St Michael’s Church – Sunday 23rd 
July  2023 

• Men’s Shed – The Kings Arms, every Thursday 10am-11.30am 

• Offham Food Bank – every other Monday from Kings Arms (offhamvillagehall@outlook.com) 
 
 

 

Message from Borough Councillor Trudy Dean: 

 I am now happy to report that the mobile Health Clinic is visiting Offham on 12th June and 10th  July from 1 till 4 in 

the afternoon, as per the attached advert. I'm delighted with this outcome of my request.  I hope that Offham 

residents over 18 will take advantage of the service to get the regular check-ups which it offers, and discuss any 

health concerns they may have. 

If a GP appointment is required, the clinic staff can sometimes help with that too. 
Thanks are also due to Offham Village Hall for finding a slot to accommodate the vehicle. 

 

mailto:offhamvillagehall@outlook.com


 
Contact the Parish Council E: clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk  T: 07563 606573.  The Parish Council 

Clerk works 12 hours a week, Monday to Thursday, and aims to respond to emails and phone calls 

within 5 working days.  For more information, please go to our website www.offham-pc.gov.uk 

 
Offham Parish Council Meetings 
The next meeting will be Tuesday 6th June 2023 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall Committee Room.   

 

 

mailto:clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk
http://www.offham-pc.gov.uk/


 
Offham Parish Council 

Calendar 2024 

 

 

All funds raised will go to Village Projects such as the Play Area 

£6 each or 2 for £10  

 

available to purchase from: 

- Sue  

19 Pepingstraw Close, sue.williams@offham-pc.gov.uk  

- The Kings Arms Pub 

     
 

Or contact clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk 

 
  



   

  

 

  



 

 



 

 


