
 

 

 
OFFHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Parish Council Newsletter – July 2023 
 
Parish Council emails 
Many residents have subscribed to the Parish Council email list which has been very successful.  
Information is sent out about road closures, planning applications, village events and of course the 
Parish Council newsletter.  In recent months there have been problems.  The large number of 
subscribers has meant that our emails are getting caught up in the spam filters on the system.  So, we 
have looked at alternative providers who specialise in sending bulk emails.  The Parish Council selected 
Mailchimp as they are used by other similar organisations and provide a free service. 
 
Unfortunately, the free service is limited to the number of emails that can be sent per month and the 
limit has been reached for July so it has not been possible to send any more village emails out. 
Councillors are mindful of cost and don’t want to set up contracts with additional payments for village 
emails.  Going forward, the Parish Council will trial posting details of road closures, planning 
applications and village events onto the website www.offham-pc.gov.uk and facebook wherever 
possible.  Please look at the website and facebook for details.  The email list will be reserved for sending 
out the newsletter every month and for occasional emails containing a number of pieces of information. 
 
Thank you for your patience.  The Parish Council values being able to reach residents with village news 
and is grateful that so many residents want to be an active part of the village. 
 
July Parish Council Meeting 

• The Parish Council has approved the purchase of some new Christmas Lights to replace those 

that are damaged 

• Councillors are looking for someone who is able to repair the Well on The Green 

• Candidates for the vacancy on the Parish Councill will be considered when meetings resume 

after the summer break.  If you are interested in the vacancy that has arisen please contact 

Charles.Unter@offham-pc.gov.uk or clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk for more information. 

       

County Council  
County Councillor Hohler provided the following report: 

• She has met the new KCC Highways Manager for the area and driven around the division with the 
Highways Improvement Officer.  They visited Offham and looked at the road by the school.  They 
have discussed flashing “20mph” signs for when the road is busy to slow people down.    

• She has met with the new police Inspector, Terry Newman.  

• In the National Libraries Connected Awards, Kent Libraries won an award for work taking place in 
Kent Prisons and were shortlisted for work with children.   

http://www.offham-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk


• Swimming lessons are important, particularly over summer.  Kent has the highest rate of drowning 
in the UK.   

• The Rural Crime Task Force is interesting.  Extra people are making sure equipment is not stolen 
and taken over the border.  Rural crime has gone down.  Cllr Hohler is on the Rural Committee for 
Kent. 

• The KCC Travel Saver helps save the cost of bus travel for children getting to school.  The season 
ticket cost has been frozen.  For additional children in the family the cost reduces and for children 
receiving a free school meal the cost is reduced.  Applications run until 13th August. 

• The Kent Minerals Plan consultation has no allocation for soft, sharp sand and gravel so there is 
nothing in the immediate area.  The hard rock site is in Aylesford. 

• Kent’s Plan Bee and Environmental Policy has extended to cover new sites and many more acres 
of land, road verges and country parks 

• The footpath on the Dover Cliffs has been upgraded so it is safer to use  

• Explore Kent – KCC is promoting Public Rights of Way and the Countryside Code 

• There is a 6-month review of the Lower Thames crossing – work starts 2026 

• She noted the Parish Council were interested in Community Speedwatch.  You cannot do this on 
roads where the speed limit is more than 30mph.  Speedwatch is active in Wateringbury. 

Borough Council   

Borough Councillor Roud reported 

• He attended the housing and planning committee meeting where the main topic was the Local 
Plan.   

• It looks like TMBC will refuse to accept the KCC parking suggestions from 2008 which 
recommended 1½ vehicle spaces per property in the Local Plan. 

• It was decided to retain the existing timetable for the Local Plan, with an extra Regulation 18B 
consultation as there are new properties brought forward since the original call for sites. It will 
be submitted by April 2025 to the Secretary of State.  TMBC need to inject an extra £33,000 to 
cover the cost of this, which can be spread out over a few years. 

• TMBC have agreed a process to cover meetings with neighbouring authorities. 

• Problem housing standards were discussed.  If residents have any problems with their social 
housing, let Cllr Roud know and he can help.  Clarion committed to visit 330 homes in 
Tonbridge & Malling which are suffering from damp and mould.  Clarion owns 300,000 around 
the country 

• TMBC are working with Planning Recruitment as there are not enough planners.   

• Last week he went to a meeting with Gallagher at Hermitage Lane.   Kent ragstone is a very 
sought after commodity, for example being used at Westminster Abbey, the Tower of London 
and Canterbury Cathedral.  There are plans to extend the size of Hermitage Lane, not to 
increase production but to increase the time it operates, for another 20 years. 

• He has reported the Parish Council’s request for yellow lines at North Meadow, Pepingstraw 
Close and at the top of Church Road. 

 
Parking 
A polite request is made to ask that you and your visitors: 

• do not do not park too close junctions, which causes a nuisance or obstruction, making it 
dangerous for other vehicles and pedestrians to pass 



• do not park on or partly on the pavement, which may cause a nuisance or obstruction for 
pedestrians, making it dangerous when they have to walk into the road to pass. 

 
Councillors recognise that village roads are not well suited to accommodating the volume of traffic 

using them, or for allowing easy parking.  Most residents and visitors are extremely considerate and 

are thanked.  With everyone’s co-operation and help, Offham will continue to be a safe place to live. 

 
Laurence J Betts Ltd 

You may have seen in the press that Laurence J Betts Ltd has been acquired by the Regan family 
who farm at Mereworth as Hugh Lowe farms Ltd.  Stephen Betts and his family been part of Offham 
for decades and the Parish Council would like to wish the family all the best for their future.  The 
Parish Council hopes to work closely with the Regan family in the future. 
  
Parish Council and Village Events 

• Men’s Shed – The Kings Arms, every Thursday 10am-11.30am 

• Offham Food Bank – every other Monday from Kings Arms (offhamvillagehall@outlook.com) 
 
 
Contact the Parish Council E: clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk  T: 07563 606573.  The Parish Council 

Clerk works 12 hours a week, Monday to Thursday, and aims to respond to emails and phone calls 

within 5 working days.  For more information, please go to our website www.offham-pc.gov.uk 

 
Offham Parish Council Meetings 
The next meeting will be Tuesday 5th September 2023 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall Committee 

Room.   

  

mailto:offhamvillagehall@outlook.com
mailto:clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk
http://www.offham-pc.gov.uk/


 

 

  



 
Offham Parish Council 

Calendar 2024 

 

 

All funds raised will go to Village Projects such as the Play Area 

£6 each or 2 for £10  

 

available to purchase from: 

- Sue  

19 Pepingstraw Close, sue.williams@offham-pc.gov.uk  

- The Kings Arms Pub 

     
 

Or contact clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk 

 
  



   



 

  



  

  



Highways 
One way that the community can work together to improve speed is through Speedwatch - Community 
Speedwatch | Kent Police 
 

Community Speedwatch (CSW) is a road safety initiative that’s coordinated by Kent Police and run by 

local communities. Trained volunteers monitor the speeds of vehicles using approved ‘speed 

indication devices’ (SIDs). 

The aim of the initiative is to: 

• reduce death and injury on the roads 

• improve the quality of life for local communities 

• reduce the speed of vehicles to the speed limit 

• increase public awareness of inappropriate speed  
 
Speedwatch helps reduce speed.  Kent Police collect the data about vehicle speeds and assess it. If 
problems with speeding and dangerous driving are shown, appropriate action is taken. This may 
include: 

• raising the issues with Kent County Council Highways officers 

• enforcing speed limits with help from the Kent and Medway Safety Camera Partnership and 

their Special Constabulary 

• enforcing road safety laws using local officers 
 
If you are interested in taking part in the Speedwatch Initiative, please speak to one of the Councillors 

or contact the Parish Clerk – clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk.  If there are enough volunteers the Parish 

Council will look into arranging training and purchasing the necessary equipment.  Speedwatch 

encourages drivers to slow down but also provides us with evidence to use when asking Kent 

Highways or the Police to take action. 

https://www.kent.police.uk/speedwatch
https://www.kent.police.uk/speedwatch
mailto:clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk

