
  

 
Parish Council Newsletter – June 2024 

 

June Parish Council Meeting 

• Borough Councillor Tatton attended the meeting 

• Infinis have agreed to pay for a new Notice Board by the Recreation Ground and were 

thanked.  Cllr Taylor has met with TMBC who own the car park by the Recreation Ground.  It 

has been agreed that the Board will be moved slightly so it faces Teston Road. 

• The Recreation Ground is proving incredibly popular.  Unfortunately, this has led to an increase 

in rubbish. Visitors are encouraged: 

- Take rubbish home with you wherever possible 

- Only leave rubbish in the bins provided 

- If the bins are full, report TMBC to empty – 01732 844522, waste.servies@tmbc.gov.uk  

 

Play Area Refurbishment – Phase Two 
Work to improve the play area will begin on Monday 17th June and should take up to 2 weeks.  Some 
car parking spaces will not be available as they will be used by the Contractor – details are later in the 
newsletter.  The Parish Council is grateful for your support and apologises for the inconvenience. 

Public Rights of Way – footpaths and bridleways - Church Farm 
Marion Regan from Church Farm, LJ Betts provided the Parish Council with the following update: 
"We take our responsibilities towards keeping Public Rights of Way’s clear and available and are very 
happy to welcome legitimate users. There is also a bridleway on the farm to the North which is well 
marked. However we are increasingly concerned at the dangers posed to our people and other 
walkers through motor bikes and quad bikes (ATVs) using tracks on the farm and often going through 
our crops. 
 
We also are seeing many people using – or even making - tracks which are not public rights of way, 
and people letting their dogs off the lead amongst high value food crops. This is also damaging where 
we have areas devoted to natural vegetation and wildlife, such as in the woodland and meadow 
areas. For many people this is because, although the footpaths are clearly way marked by council 
signs, it probably is still unclear where the actual footpaths are.  Therefore we plan to put a few more 
discreet signs up to alert people to the route of the footpaths. We will also reiterate the need to keep 
dogs under control on a lead. Finally, we will unfortunately have to keep more gates closed and 
locked to stop illegal motorised vehicles going around the farm at high speeds endangering all of us” 

 
 

Spadework – 40thAnniversary 
 

 
 
The Parish Council congratulates Spadework on its 40th anniversary. 
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6th June 2024 – D -Day Commemoration 

Thanks to Robin T for the display on the Village Green to commemorate the 80th Anniversary of D- 
Day and honour the service and sacrifice of the D-Day Generation. 

 

 
Buses 58 And 70 - Route And Time Changes On & From 14 June 2024 
Nu-Venture buses 58 (Fridays) and 70 (Mondays) continue to serve the Wrotham, Borough Green, 
Platt, Wrotham Heath, Addington, Trottiscliffe, Ryarsh, Birling, Offham areas, also West and East 
Malling. Nu-Venture warmly acknowledges the support for these services from local Parish and Town 
Councils and from continuing Community Transport funding provided by Kent County Council. 

Routes and times alter slightly from 14 June (Bus 58) and 15 June (Bus 70), reflecting a necessary 
route change in West Malling because of problems caused there by parking, especially in Swan 
Street. 

Bus 70 – Wrotham <> Borough Green <> Offham <> West/East Malling <> Maidstone 

Bus 70 on Mondays will now extend to/from Maidstone providing an additional facility, and will also 
serve Hildenborough Crescent (1031)/Castle Road in the Allington area. There’s also a route change 
in West Malling because of problems caused there by parking, especially in Swan Street. 

Outward times from Wrotham/Borough Green are slightly revised. Wrotham 0936, Borough Green 
Station 0941, Platt 0947, Wrotham Heath 0950, Offham Green 0955, West Malling High Street 1000, 
Leybourne Chase 1006, East Malling 1018 to Larkfield and Maidstone (returning from Maidstone 
Chequers Bus Station (Stop H1) at 1300). 

The Shoppers Bus 70 to/from Tesco Lunsford Park will now operate on Thursdays at these times: 
Wrotham 1125, Borough Green Station 1130, Platt 1136, Wrotham Heath 1139, Offham Green 1144, 
West Malling High Street 1149, Leybourne Chase 1155, returning from Tesco at 1405. 

 

Parish Council and Village Events  

• St Michaels Church – Offham Village Service – Sunday 23rd June 2024 

• Offham Society Lazy Sunday Jazz 30th June 2024 

• Offham Garden Safari – 14th July 2024 

• Shedettes – the Kings Arms, every Tuesday 10am – 11.30am 



• Men’s Shed – The Kings Arms, every Thursday 10am-11.30am  

• Offham Food Bank – every other Monday from Kings Arms (offhamvillagehall@outlook.com)  

 

Contact the Parish Council E: clerk@offham-pc.gov.uk  T: 07563 606573.  The Parish Council Clerk 

works 12 hours a week, Monday to Thursday, and aims to respond to emails and phone calls within 5 

working days.  For more information, please go to our website www.offham-pc.gov.uk  or @Offham 

Parish Council on Facebook for further updates. 

 

Offham Parish Council Meetings  

The next monthly meeting will be held on Tuesday 2nd July 2024 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 

Committee Room.  
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Nu-Venture bus times - service 58 and 70 On and from 14 June 2024

Nu-Venture buses 58 and 70 serve all fixed bus stops on line of route, and on request at any safe point

in rural areas and villages. As the bus approaches, please give a clear hand-signal to the driver

Bus 70 - WROTHAM/BOROUGH GREEN <> OFFHAM <>TESCO/MAIDSTONE

Fridays only (not Good Friday, nor Bank, National or Public Holidays, nor 27 to 31 December

Code F Code F
Nu-Venture service number 58 Nu-Venture service number 58

Wrotham Square 0930 MAIDSTONE CHEQUERS BUS STN - STOP H1 1300
Borough Green Station 0935 Maidstoen King St Boots 1301

Platt A25 Long Mill Lane 0938 Maidstone High St Town Hall 1302

Wrotham Heath opp Royal Oak 0941 Maidstone West Station 1304

Addington opp The Green 0946 A20 'Somerfield Hospital' 1307

Trottiscliffe opp The George 0950 Aylesford (A20) Sainsbury's 1314

Wrotham Heath The Vineyard 0954 A20 Ditton Corner 1317

Addington opp Jungle Café 0957 Larkfield Wealden Hall 1318

Ryarsh opp Duke of Wellington 1002 East Malling opp King and Queen 1322

Birling opp Nevill Bull 1005 West Malling High St Tesco 1332

Leybourne Baywell 1010 Leybourne The Old Rectory 1338

West Malling High St opp Tesco 1017 Birling Nevill Bull 1346

East Malling King & Queen 1027 Ryarsh Duke of Wellington 1348

Larkfield opp Wealden Hall 1031 Addington Jungle Café 1352

A20 Hall Road  opp Sainsbury's 1035 Addington opp The Green 1354

A20 opp 'Somerfield Hospital' 1043 Trottiscliffe opp The George 1358

MAIDSTONE TOWN CENTRE King St 1050 Wrotham Heath Royal Oak 1401

Platt A25 Long Mill Lane then set

Borough Green Station down

Code F = Fridays only Wrotham Square only

Bus 70 - WROTHAM/BOROUGH GREEN <> OFFHAM <>TESCO/MAIDSTONE

Mondays and Thursdays only (not Bank, National or Public Holidays, nor 27 to 31 December)

Code M TH Code M TH
Nu-Venture service number 70 70 Nu-Venture service number 70 70

Wrotham Square 0936 1125 MAIDSTONE CHEQUERS BUS STN - STOP H1 1300 -
Borough Green Station 0941 1130 Maidstoen King St Boots 1301 -

Platt A25 Long Mill Lane 0947 1136 Maidstone High St Town Hall 1302 -

Wrotham Heath opp Royal Oak 0950 1139 Maidstone West Station 1304 -
Offham Green 0955 1144 A20 'Somerfield Hospital' 1307 -

West Malling High St opp Tesco 1000 1149 Hildenborough Crescent 1313 -

Leybourne Chase opp Costcutter 1006 1155 Aylesford (A20) Sainsbury's 1318 -

Lunsford Park Tesco  Chaucer Way - 1205 A20 Ditton Corner 1321 -

East Malling King and Queen 1018 - Larkfield Wealden Hall 1322 -

Larkfield opp Wealden Hall 1022 - East Malling opp King and Queen 1326 -

A20 Hall Road  opp Sainsbury's 1026 - Lunsford Park Tesco  Chaucer Way - 1410
Hildenborough Crescent 1031 - Leybourne Chase Costcutter 1338 1418

A20 opp 'Somerfield Hospital' 1037 - West Malling High St Tesco 1344 1424

MAIDSTONE TOWN CENTRE King St 1044 - Offham Green 1349 1429

Wrotham Heath Royal Oak 1354 1434

Platt A25 Long Mill Lane 1357 1437
Code M = Mondays only Borough Green Station 1402 1442

Code TH = Thursdays only Wrotham Square 1407 1447

NO SERVICE ON SATURDAYS,SUNDAYS, BANK, NATIONAL OR PUBLIC HOLIDAYS  including 1 January, 25/26 December.

A Saturday service operates on working days between Christmas and New Year. NO service Christmas Day/Boxing Day/ New Year's Day.

Nu-Venture operate buses 58 and 70 with Community Transport funding from Kent 

County Council, in conjunction with financial support from local Parish Councils.

This is gratefully acknowledged  

  



 

 

Offham Parish Council    

     
Offham Recreation Ground Grand Opening 

13th May 2024 

 
Offham Parish Council held an official opening of new sports equipment in the Recreation Ground on 

Teston Road in Offham on Monday 13th May.  Chair, Cllr Sue Taylor welcomed everyone.  Borough 

Councillors Trudy Dean, Michelle Tatton and Roger Roud represented TMBC, who had funded the 

equipment through s106 monies.  The Planning Obligation Team at TMBC were thanked for their 

support.  The monies originated from the Developer Pro Logis, who have built in Kings Hill and they 

were thanked for their contribution which will make such a difference to the adults and children of our 

village. 

Charles Unter the retired Chair of Offham Parish Council, started the project with Cllr Taylor.  

Equipment includes an agility net, agility trail, concrete table tennis table and chess boards and a 173 

metre walking track with designs.  Table Tennis bats, balls and chess pieces can be borrowed from 

the Kings Arms for a small deposit, or you can bring your own. 

Parish Councillors and local residents were at the event, but the guests of honour were from the 

School Council at Offham Primary School.  Students had taken part in the Parish Council’s survey to 

find out what equipment they would like to see in the park.  After a ribbon cutting at the Agility Net the 

pupils were able to try all the equipment. 

   
Agility Net 



         
       Concrete Chess Boards            Concrete Table Tennis Table 

     

The Kit Box contains table tennis bats and chess pieces and is available to borrow from the Kings Arms     

                     

 
Agility Trail 



                 
     Borough Councillors Trudy Dean, Roger Roud   Councillors Sue Taylor and  

     and Michelle Tatton     Sue Williams    

 

 

Aerial view of the ground provided by First4Civils 

 



                                      

Guided group walks – July 2024              

Our friendly group is one of 13 Ramblers groups in Kent 
and part of the national Ramblers walking 
organisation. We explore the beautiful countryside of 
Tonbridge and Malling and surrounding areas.  
 

You don’t have to be a Ramblers member to try up to 
three ‘taster’ walks with us. If you’re new to our walks, 
please contact the walk leader to check that their walk 
will suit you.  
 
Tonbridge Castle – 21 July walk 

 
For details of all upcoming walks and walk leaders, see Tonbridge and Malling Ramblers 
Facebook page or visit www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk. 

Thursday  

4 July 

Circular walk through the Medway and Eden river valleys and 

Penshurst with its fine manor house. Moderate difficulty 

with one stile; could be muddy depending on the weather. 

5 miles 

Sunday  

7 July 

Scenic walk from Shoreham through the woodland and chalk 

grassland of the peaceful Austin Lodge Valley. Moderate 

difficulty with two steep climbs and one long steady 

incline. Approximately five stiles.   

5 miles 

Thursday 

11 July 

Knockholt Chevening Circular: explore the meadows and 

woods of the North Downs escarpment with grand views 

of Chevening House. Moderate difficulty with one steep 

climb. 

5 miles 

Wednesda

y 17 

July 

Linear walk from Wrotham following Stage 10 of the Pilgrims 

Way to Halling. Lovely views towards Trottiscliffe and 

Ryarsh. Moderate difficulty. Return by train to Borough 

Green before walking back to Wrotham (approximately 

one mile). 

8 miles 

Sunday  

21 July 

Leisurely, fairly flat walk from Tonbridge Castle to Leigh and 

back, following the Wealdway to Haysden, and the Eden 

Valley Walk to Leigh. Rivers, lakes and typical Kent 

countryside make this a lovely walk.   

7 miles 

Wednesda

y 24 

July 

Circular walk from Meopham Green towards New Ash Green 

before heading down to Ridley and Culverstone Green. 

Moderate difficulty. 

7.5 

mile

s 

  Walks usually start mid-morning. There’s a short half-way break (bring refreshments)  

  and we usually finish near a pub. Most walks are dog-friendly (see website). 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/363787319666676
http://www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk/
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